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Ready, Steady …GROW!
W elcome to this year’s Woodie’s Budding Gardeners 

programme, it’s great to have you here. Last year nearly  
half of all primary schools in Ireland took part in the programme,  
so we’re looking forward to having even more Budding Gardeners  
on board this year! 

You can be a Budding Gardener and get growing anywhere, with a 
pinch of planning and a small sprinkle of imagination. It could be a 
salad garden in the school yard, a container garden in the classroom, 
a vegetable patch by the pitch, or it could be something else entirely 
– you decide! 

So, this year your class project is to plan, plant and perfect your very 
own class garden and we want everyone in the class to muck in and 
get involved. There is plenty for all of you to do, learn lots of skills, 
and probably some spills as you complete your project.

I’ll be here to help you along the way and I can’t wait to see all of your 
completed class projects in June. I’ll pick a winning class from both 
the junior and senior cycles to be this year’s Woodie’s Budding 
Gardeners Classes of 2023 and the lucky winners will each earn 
€2,000 to spend on their school’s garden, plus trophies and a plaque 
for your school to keep.

So, don’t forget: go wild with whatever makes your space work, muck 
in, don’t be afraid to get your hands dirty but most of all – have fun!

Best of luck!

Brian Burke



So, what’s it all about?
Woodie’s Budding Gardeners is back for 2023 and we are on a mission to  
find the Budding Gardeners Class of the Year. This year there will be two 
classes crowned the winners – a class in the junior cycle and a class in the 
senior cycle.

The project is simple and everyone will be working to the exact same garden 
size - a 1.5 metre x 1.5 metre sized garden. It doesn’t matter if that’s a flower 
bed outside, containers in the classroom or pots grouped together in the 
yard - it’s your garden, your way! Remember: the garden you submit cannot 
be any bigger than 1.5 metres x 1.5 metres.

Complete the project in three easy-peasy phases:

1  SOW IT  2  GROW IT   3  SHOW IT 

Capture your progress for each phase on a separate A2 project sheet.  
Once it’s ready, pop the sheets over to us by post or upload a photo  
of the three project sheets on our Budding Gardeners website. That’s it!

The closing date for submissions is the 10th of June - we’ll pore over all of 
the class projects received and pick a winning junior and senior cycle class to 
be crowned as the Woodie’s Budding Gardeners Class of 2023.

If you are the lucky winners, then you are going to be the school heroes when 
Brian arrives to your school for a presentation of a plaque for the school 
and trophies, PLUS €2,000 for you to spend on your school’s garden.

Sow, what are you waiting for? Get your class growing!

PS – Teachers:
There are lots more teaching aids and class materials available 
to download at woodies.ie/budding-gardeners

https://www.woodies.ie/budding-gardeners
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Project Phase 1 : 
SOW IT

This part of the project is all about planning and planting a class garden  
that measures 1.5 metres long and 1.5 metres wide. Every class that enters 
will be working to the exact same size garden, so show us how you can use 
your imagination to make the space unique to your class.

Things for your class to consider:

PROJECT PLAN
Phase Objective:  
Plan it & Plant it

Phase Timing:  
March 10th – April 9th 

Where can you fit a class garden in 
 your school? 
No matter how big or small your school is, the great 
thing about gardens is that they can fit anywhere!  

Inspiration: Recycled containers 
in a classroom, potted plants in the 
school yard, a vertical garden using 

reclaimed wood or pallets, or maybe an 
existing flowerbed that needs a redesign?

What does your class need to get 
planting or sowing your seeds?
Plants are pretty easy going, they love some soil, 
some water and a little bit of attention. Make sure 
you have everything you need to get your planting 
going and to keep them growing.

Project Sheet 
Don’t forget to chart the progress your class are 
making as you go.  

Use an A2 sheet to map out the plans and your 
planting. You could draw how it will look when it’s 
finished, or create a collage with some photos and 
seed packets.  

Pick a member of the class to write up a paragraph 
about how you completed the SOW IT phase.

Note: Keep your three project sheets  
safely on the classroom wall and then 
send us a photo of all three sheets 

together at the end to enter your project in  
the competition.  In line with best practice, 
please remember that no children’s faces 
should be visible or identifiable in the photos 
submitted.

What kind of garden will your class 
create? 
There are so many types of gardens to choose 
from, depending on what you want from your 
garden – it’s up to you!

Inspiration: Wildflower gardens, 
vegetable gardens, themed gardens 
using consistent colours or 

accessories, lunch or snack gardens.

CHANCE TO WIN!
Share a sneak peak of your progress 
with us before 10th April for a 
chance to win a prize!  
You can share an update with us at  
woodies.ie/budding-gardeners

PS – Teachers: There are lots more teaching 
aids and class materials available to download 
at  woodies.ie/budding-gardeners

https://www.woodies.ie/budding-gardeners
https://www.woodies.ie/budding-gardeners


Project Phase 1 : SOW IT  
BRIAN BURKE TIPS

Plan your space, do a sketch of what 
goes where before you start. Working it 
out roughly on paper will save you a lot 
of chopping and changing later-on.  

If you are using pots and containers go 
for a rich all-round organic compost and 
remember to put a piece of old fabric 
over the drainage holes at the bottom of your 
pot to stop the compost from seeping out. 

Try to build in some evergreen plants, 
they will keep their leaves and there will 
be something to look at all year round, 
even in the middle of winter. You could choose  
a compact evergreen shrub or maybe an 
evergreen ornamental grass or two.

How about a hint of Herbage?  
Give chives a chance!

Some vegetable seeds can be sown 
outdoors: 

 ; Broad Beans
 ; Carrots
 ; Parsnips
 ;  Beetroot
 ;Onions
 ; Lettuce
 ; Radish

 ; Peas
 ; Spinach
 ; Summer Cabbage
 ; Salad Leaves
 ; Leeks
 ; Swiss Chard
 ; Turnip

 ; Summer Cauliflower

March is a great time of year to start growing 
annuals and bedding plants from seed. As 
it’s still a little cold out, it’s best to sow these 
inside on a windowsill where the seeds can get lots 
of light. You can move them outdoors when the 
temperatures start to rise again. 

Below are some lovely flowers that are perfect for 
this time of year : 

 ; Salvia
 ;Marigold
 ; Pansy
 ; Violas
 ; Petunia

 ;Nasturtium
 ; Sunflower
 ; Cosmos
 ; Sweet Pea
 ; Lobelia

Don’t forget your tubers and bulbs like: 

 ;Dahlia
 ; Lily

 ;Gladioli

Spend a bit of time getting your growing 
materials just right. Your plants will love soil 
that is fertile and free draining.  If you are 
planting straight into the ground, be sure the soil is 
nice and loose – you can even go ahead and mix in a 
bit of organic compost to give it a boost. Just like us, 
plants are at their best when they’re well fed.

We all like a bit of space, so will your seeds! 
Don’t overcrowd them and remember to 
cover them with a light dusting of compost 
and a sprinkle of water to help them germinate. 
Check the packets or labels to see how much space 
your plants or seeds need. 
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Project Phase 2 : 
GROW IT

How does YOUR garden grow? This part of the project is about looking after 
the seeds and plants, and making sure they grow strong and healthy to go 
into your garden. 

Things for your class to consider:

PROJECT PLAN
Phase Objective:  
Tend it & Mend it

Phase Timing:  
April 10th – May 9th 

What do your plants need to eat & drink? 
Plants are just like us, they get hungry, thirsty and 
need plenty of air and sunshine!  

Ask the class: What do your plants 
need to stay healthy, and grow strong 
enough to thrive outdoors?

The watering that you do will depend on 
whether your plants are in the ground or in a 
pot or container. In a pot, the only drink it will 
get is one you give it. In the ground, plants have 
other sources like rainfall or ground water.

Who is your class Head Gardener? 
Every garden needs its very own gardener to look 
after it!

• Make a schedule and give everyone the chance 
to be Head Gardener. You can write everyone’s 
names beside their day on a chart and have a 
checklist of the tasks needed that day.

Project Sheet
Don’t forget to chart the progress your class are 
making as you go. 

Take a second A2 sheet and track how quickly your 
plants are growing – you could make a chart to 
show their measurements, or even add a few 
photos to show our judge Brian Burke how well 
your class has done in the GROW IT Phase .

Note: Don’t forget to keep your project 
sheet safe. You will need to send in photos 
of all three when your class have finished 

the project. In line with best practice, please 
remember that no children’s faces should be 
visible or identifiable in the photos submitted.

Pesky Pests! 
We all know that our gardens are home to a 
wonderful cast of creatures, big and small, and 
sometimes your new plants can end up being a 
home or a meal for other garden dwellers! We can 
carefully manage the garden with a gentle touch 
to make sure everything can thrive.

• We can gently pick up caterpillars and move 
them to a new spot in the garden before they 
start snacking on our plants. 

• Snails love to feast on soft lush plants – we can 
discourage this by leaving small piles of grit, 
eggshells or prickly leaves around plants as they 
won’t like crossing over them.

• Birds are fantastic helpers – they eat aphids 
and beetles in the garden, balancing our 
garden’s creatures.

PS – Teachers: There are lots more teaching 
aids and class materials available to download 
at  woodies.ie/budding-gardeners

CHANCE TO WIN!
Upload a picture of your GROW IT 
sheet at woodies.ie/budding-
gardeners before 10th May  
for the chance to  win a prize for your class.

https://www.woodies.ie/budding-gardeners
https://www.woodies.ie/budding-gardeners
https://www.woodies.ie/budding-gardeners


Project Phase 2 : GROW IT  
BRIAN BURKE TIPS

Check to see if your pots and containers need water by 
pushing your finger down into the compost at the edge of the 
pot. It should feel nice and moist, if it doesn’t, then you need 
to get the watering can out. Plants don’t have legs; they can’t go to 
the sink and help themselves when they are thirsty - that’s the 
Budding Gardener’s job!

Whether in the ground or in pots, we are looking to avoid letting our 
plants dry out. 

Now that your seeds 
are starting to pop 
up, you could add in 
some extra colour with 
pre-grown bedding from 
your nearest Woodie’s 
Garden Centre. This is a 
great way to fill any spaces 
that look a bit bare too! 
Violas or Pansies give an 
instant burst of colour, or a 
little ornamental grass 
could be a nice way to 
introduce height or texture 
to your garden. 

You can never have enough friends, right? Companion 
planting is an organic method of maintaining a natural 
balance in your garden by growing plants together which 
benefit each other. Planted together, certain combinations can help 
with pollination, prevent disease and keep pest numbers down. 
Mostly, companion planting happens in the vegetable patch, but 
some ornamental plants can also benefit from particular types of 
plants growing nearby.  

Here’s a helpful list to help you strike the perfect balance!

Common Companion Plants
French Marigold Tomatoes 

Pot Marigold Runner Beans, French Beans or Courgettes

Mint Brassica vegetables*

Carrots Leeks, Garlic, Chives

Lavender Carrots, Leeks

Wormwood Broad Beans

Sage Brassica vegetables*

Borage Strawberries

Thyme Roses

Nasturtium Tomatoes, Squash or Brassica vegetables*

*Brassica vegetables are part of a larger 
group called Brassicaceae and include 
common vegetables like radish, kale, 
cabbage, cauliflower, turnip, broccoli 
and Brussels sprouts.
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Project Phase 3 : 
SHOW IT

Your class have sown it and grown it, and now it’s time to show it!   
Get your garden ready for judging time with the finishing touches.  
It’s time to tidy up the garden plan, add in any features or accessories  
to finish it off, and see the plan you made in March come to life.

Things for your class to consider:

PROJECT PLAN
Phase Objective:  
Finish It Off & Show It Off

Phase Timing:  
May 10th – June 10th 

Layout 
Even small gardens need a proper layout and a flow. 

Ask the class: How will your 
garden be used - is everything laid out 
to suit it? Do your pots or containers 

need to be moved around a little and can you 
reach everything for weeding, watering or fruit 
and veg picking?  

Does your garden look like your original 
plan?  
If it doesn’t, tell us about the changes you made in 
your progress update on your project sheet.

Project Sheet
Don’t forget to chart the progress your class are 
making as you go. 

It’s time for your final A2 project sheet. Fill the 
sheet with pictures, photos and drawings of how 
the class garden has turned out! Write a paragraph 
to tell our judge about the final steps the class took 
to get the garden picture-perfect and ready to 
SHOW IT.

Note: In line with best practice,  
please remember that no children’s 
faces should be visible or identifiable  
in the photos submitted.

It’s time for the finishing touches!! 
Get the class involved in a garden tidy up, let’s 
make our final tweaks.

1. Deadhead any plants or leaves that may have 
withered.

2. Make sure your garden has been weeded and is 
looking its very best. 

3. If your plants need any additional support or 
structures you could add in a little piece of 
bamboo or a lollipop stick. 

4. Maybe you could add in finishing touches  
too – check out Brian’s suggestions on the  
next page. 



Project Phase 3 : SHOW IT  
BRIAN BURKE TIPS

The clue is in the name - SHOW IT. When presenting a 
finished garden there is always a little bit of showbiz 
involved. You’ve worked hard on your garden and you want it 
looking its best before sending in your entries. 

Things to look out for:

• Make sure all the plants are well watered and are standing up 
strong and proud. 

• Mind the edges! Pay close attention to those areas where two 
materials meet, they can easily get scruffy and may need a quick 
bit of straightening out.

Is there anything extra you can add to your garden to help 
bring it to life? 

• Adding things like a bird box, bird bath or bird house can 
be a great way to attract new friends to our gardens. 

• A Bug Beag Hotel could be a nice addition too; check out  
our how-to guide and make your own bug hotel –  
woodies.ie/budding-gardeners

• Accessories like painted stones or an upcycled piece of garden 
furniture could bring some extra colour to the space.

• For the wow-factor, you could add bark mulch. It looks great and 
has lots of benefits too – it holds moisture in the soil during 
summer and keeps it warm in winter. And it supresses any weeds 
from popping up too!

Tips for dead 
heading:

Remove any faded 
flowers and dying foliage to 
help the plants look better. 
Deadheading will also help 
to extend the flowering 
period of the plant. Simply 
pinch off the flower stem 
below the faded flower and 
just above the first set of 
full, healthy leaves. You can 
do this with any flowers 
that aren’t looking their 
best too.

https://www.woodies.ie/budding-gardeners
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Submissions and Timeline
Now it’s time to send your three 
project sheets in for judging!
• The easiest way to share your entry with us,  

is to take photos of each A2 sheet and upload  
all three at: woodies.ie/budding-gardeners

• OR, you can send them by post to: 
 Woodie’s Budding Gardeners 2023 
47 Terenure Road East 
Dublin 6, D06 AH75

(Don’t forget to write your school’s name and 
address along with class, teacher’s name and 
phone number so we can contact you if you win!)

Whichever way you choose to send them in,  
just make sure they get to us before the closing 
date 10th June, or they won’t make it in time for 
the judging!

Judging Notes
So, what is Brian looking for when judging the 
entries and deciding who will be the junior and 
senior Woodie’s Budding Gardeners Classes  
of 2023?

• Classes should demonstrate how they planned, 
planted, and perfected their garden idea. 

• Bonus points for the entries who plant and 
nurture seeds into new plants – well done!

• They should also show us the fun they had in 
completing the project together and tell us 
what they learned along the way.

WELL DONE!
Your class has completed this year’s 
Woodie’s Budding Gardeners project and you 
now have a garden your class can be proud of. 
We hope you and your class enjoyed taking 
part in Woodie’s Budding Gardeners this year 
- Buladh Bos gach duine and best of luck!

https://www.woodies.ie/budding-gardeners


Budding Gardeners Project Timings 

PRIZES 
We will contact the winning classes before the end 
of the school term to let them know they have won 
a GIANT CHEQUE worth €2,000 to spend on their 
school’s garden and a trophy for the school! Don’t 
forget, there will be a winner at both junior and 
senior levels this year. 

1 2

43

March
SOW IT 

Get your class garden 
plan made and your 
planting underway

Focus on looking 
after your plants 

and growing them

Put the finishing touches 
to your garden - tidy it all 

up and add any 
additional features in 

Submit your project 
sheets for judging before 
10th June for a chance to 

win a €2,000 cash prize 
for your school

April
GROW IT 

May
SHOW IT 

June
SUBMISSIONS 

Pay

From

€

Woodie's Budding Gardeners 

Woodie’s 

Junior Cycle Class of 2023 

Two Thousand Euro
2,000

Pay

From

€

Woodie's Budding Gardeners 

Woodie’s 

Senior Cycle Class of 2023 Two Thousand Euro

2,000



Scan the code with your phone’s camera and check out  
all the Budding Gardeners resources available,  

or visit woodies.ie/budding-gardeners

https://www.woodies.ie/budding-gardeners

